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DR. MADUGULA NAGAPHANI SARMA

Dr. Madugula Nagaphani Sarma is a renowned Sanskrit and Telugu poet par excellence who
has revived, revolutionised and propagated the Bharatiya art of Avadhanam. He is widely recognised
across the world for his innovations, melodious voice, divine poetry and songs which made this
scholarly art of Avadhanam reach millions of people.

2. Born on June 8, 1958, Dr. Sarma learnt Vedas from his father at a very tender age. He also
pursued Ramayana, Mahabharatam, Bhagavatam and other scriptures. He completed Sahitya
Shiromani from Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupathiin 1981 and completed Proficiency in Oriental
Learning from Andhra University, Waltair in 1982. He completed M.A. in Sanskrit from Andhra
University. Further, he completed Doctorate (Ph.D) in Sanskrit from Rastriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth,
Mysore in 1996.

3. Dr. Sarma performed his first Avadhanam at the age of 14 years and was accredited as the
youngest Avadhani in the country. In his illustrious career of over 52 years, he has performed over
2000 Avadhanams across the globe. His literary innovations in avadhanam include, Mee Prashnaku
Naa Pata- My song to your question, Nrityapadi- Metrical notation to the footwork of dance, Swarapadi-
Extempore poetry to Sonic metre. He is the first and only Avadhani to perform Maha
Sahasravadhanam with 1116 Scholars and then Dwi Sahasravadhanam with 2116 Scholars in
Sanskrit and Telugu. His savadhanams had crossed Indian shores and drew audiences across the
world in various countries such as U.S.A., Australia, Singapore, Bahrain, U.K., Germany, France, etc.
He has authored over 40 books, 33000 Poems, authored and rendered over 3000 songs- stotras in his
melodious voice, delivered over 11000 hours of discourses on Sanskrit and Telugu literature, Santana
Dharma, thus promoting Vedic, spiritual and nationalistic ideals in society.

4. Dr. Sarma established Avadhana Saraswathi Peetham, an ashram about 30 years ago, which is
an abode to Goddess Saraswathi (Temple) and Goshala serving over 100 desi cows. He serves the
society through the numerous Educational, Cultural, Spiritual and Welfare programs benefitting over
onelakh students and general public from different sections of the society. He served as Additional
Secretary, Dharma Prachara Parishad, Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (1990-92). He also served as
Chairman (Cabinet Rank), Official Language Commission (1999-2002), Government of Andhra
Pradesh (undivided). He has greatly advanced the popularity of Avadhanam, Indian Languages and
Culture in these roles.

S. Dr. Sarma has been honoured with covetous honours from chief pontiffs of Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham, Sringeri Sarada Peetham, Mysore Datta Peetham. He is the recipient of many awards like
Ugadi Puraskaram by Government of Andhra Pradesh (1997), Kopparapu Kavula National Award by
Kopparapu Kavula Kala Peetham(2016), Swastivachanam Award by Sarwabhoma Sanskrit
Samvardhana Samstha(2014), Sri Kala Poorna by SAPNA, U.S.A.(2002), Lifetime Achievement Award
by World Telugu Federation(1992), American Telugu Association(2004), Telugu Association of North
America(2005), Sivananda Eminent Citizen Award by Sanatana Dharma Charitable Trust(2017),
Nanduri Ramakrishna Memorial Centenary Award (2022) etc. He has also been honoured with the
titles- Avadhana Sahasraphani, Tarun Tapasvi, Human Computer, Intellectual Super Computer,

Medha Ratna,etc. by eminent leaders in public life.
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